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This particular issue of the Yak Nurse is always a paradox for me. It
brings you news of Commencement and Alumnae/i Weekend which sym
bolize the end of an academic year, yet it is published as we begin a new
academic year. And, oh what a year it was and what a year it shall be! The
only possible source of inspiration for this column is Florence Nightingale
herself.
Florence said, "No system can endure that does not march. Are we walk
ing to the future or to the past? Are we progressing or are we stereotyping?
We remember that we have scarcely crossed the threshold of uncivilized
civilization in nursing: there is still so much to do. Don't let us stereotype
mediocrity. We are still on the threshold of nursing." [Bishop, W.J. (1981).
Florence Nightingale's message for today. In Herbert, R.G. (Ed.), Florence
Nightingale: Saint, Reformer, or Rebel? Malabar, FL: Robert E. Krieger
Publishing Co., p. 200.J
Only a few months ago you received a letter from me detailing YSN's aca
demic and strategic plan and the support and approval of the University. I
shall not reiterate. Since that time, Judith Rodin, PhD, has been appointed
Provost; President Schmidt has resigned; Howard Lamar has been appoint
ed Acting President; and the Yale Corporation has begun a search for a
permanent President. Let me assure you that change is good!
There is every reason to believe that the new Provost will support the
School in achieving the goals of the academic and strategic plan and that the
Acting President will assure a smooth transition. As Dean, I was consulted
by the Yale Corporation in their selection of the Acting President and I will
be consulted in the ongoing search process as well. There is a very clear mes
sage that the School of Nursing has valuable and wise advice to offer in the
determination of the future of Yale University.
All that remains is for us to march toward the future conceptualization of
the Yale School of Nursing - one built on a solid tradition of excellence, pio
neering, and leadership. The hard work (and the most interesting, creative,
and productive work) lies ahead. There is plenty for everyone. The faculty
have already set about planning the new DNSc curriculum and implement
ing the new Nursing Systems and Policy curriculum; planning ambitious
and important programs of research; maintaining our current programs of
study; and anticipating the future of health care so that YSN can remain on
the cutting edge of advanced nursing practice. Our staff is continually refin
ing and retooling their skills so that they can provide us the most up to date
clerical, technical, and management systems we need. Our students continue
to be among the best in the nation - inquisitive, bright, and committed to im
proving nursing care and the health care system.
Judging from my mail and the interactions I have had with many of you,
our alumnae/i have also joined the march. This year your support of the
Alumni Fund was simply extraordinary! But more than that, your confi
dence that the School and the faculty would prevail was enormously
sustaining throughout a very challenging time.
Remember, all of the activity and noise of the past few years has simply
been in the interest of getting us organized and assembled. The march
begins in earnest now - in essence, we have our parade permit and had best
be ready to strut our best stuff! For you, this will mean maintaining and sur
passing past giving records, volunteering when called upon to serve YSN
through boards and committees, recruiting students wherever you go, and
making your Yale School of Nursing education a prominent part of who you
are and what you do.
No system can endure which does not march - March! March! March!
Commencement 1992
A windy, chilly, May 25th could
not dampen spirits as YSN students
marched on to Old Campus where
they accepted symbolic diplomas.
There was none of the heightened
pre-President Bush suspense that
accompanied last year's commence
ment - and only a few famous par
ents to titillate celebrity watchers in
the crowd. This year's event pro
ceeded peacefully. The upheaval
occurred the following day by
President Schmidt's announcement
that he was resigning his post.
At the Yale Golf course, excite
ment prevailed as Dean Judith B.
Krauss conferred Certificates in
Nursing and Master of Science in
Nursing degrees on the class of
1992. Dean Krauss's Commence
ment remarks exhorted the new
grads to capitalize on their invest
ment (at YSN) by transforming and
enriching an eroding health care
system, as well as taking some time
to "return" to families and friends
and to rediscover themselves.
Alumnae/i Board President,
Marvel Davis 70, presented pins
to each of the graduates.
The Class Gift, a glass covered
oak framed Directory/Bulletin
Board was presented by Kristen
Charming Oberg to Dean Krauss.
This functional gift is intended to
enhance communication and
increase participation in Student
Government at YSN.
Flowers and the Goodrich/
Taylor/Bixler/Wald/Arnstein/Diers
Excellence in Deaning Award were
presented to a surprised Dean
Krauss by the class of 1992. The
Award Poem gave recognition to
Judy's singular commitment to the
School.
There once was a dean named Judy
Who had this most onerous duty
To manage the school
With consummate cool
And not once to squander the booty.
This smart, gracious decanal presence
Whose voice gets prizes for resonance
Vanquished the foes
NLN's, Ruddles - those
Who threatened to take our school
from us.
With word processing, FAX , and her car
phone
She wrote and she talked on nights
a-lone
She burned Benno's ears
And allayed all our fears
Her spine, courage, wit we were all
shown.
This year for her must end in deep
sighs;
We can't let it go without this prize
So from graduates rare
We do want to share
Our deep thanks and our fondest
good-byes.
Commencement (cont.)
Jeanne J. LeVasseur, MSN, was pre
sented with the Annie Goodrich
Recognition Award for Excellence
in Teaching by Stuart Berger and
Gina Plowright.
Annie Goodrich said, "The nurse
must be the master of two tongues, the
tongue of science and that of the peo
ple.
" With a strong commitment to
teaching and clinical practice, the 1992
recipient of the Annie Goodrich Award
truly exemplifies the spirit of excellence
in which the award is given.
She has been described by her stu
dents as truly an inspiration with out
standing abilities as a clinical thinker,
intuitive listener, and an exemplary
role model and mentor.
The 1992 recipient of the Annie
Goodrich Award functions as an adult
nurse practitioner in community as
well as in academic settings, bringing
to life a holistic view of nursing
practice. Her involvement with the
Connecticut Hospice, Planned Parent
hood, and the New Haven/Leon Sister
City Project illustrates her multidi
mensional talent.
In addition to her expertise in nurs
ing, this year's recipient also exhibits a
high degree of excellence in thefine arts
- especially poetry. She is a 1992
Master ofFine Arts Candidate at
Vermont College. At the Yale School of
Nursing, she teaches a course entitled,
Literature and Illness, allowing stu
dents from different specialty areas to
come together to share different per
spectives in thought andfeeling. By
encouraging a more creative and
broader view of nursing, her course
provides a uniquely rich experiencefor
all who participate.
The poet in society is necessaryfor
its mental health. This year's recipient
appeals not only to our minds, but also
our souls. In her ability to combine sci
ence and thefine arts, this year's recip
ient personifies the highest standard in
creative education and practice.
The Class of 1992 together with
the entire student body of the Yale
University School ofNursing presents
the 1992 Annie Goodrich Award to
Jeanne LeVasseur.
The Charles King, Jr. Memorial
Scholars Aid Prize, awarded for
outstanding intellectual and clinical
progress in scholarship and prac
tice, went to Cynthia Miller.
A most creative and productive
woman, since her enrollment in the
3-year College Graduate Program, she
has grown immensely and achieved a
high level of clinical scholarship. Her
commitment and compassion for people
is reflected not only in her clinical work
but community involvement. She has
organized and developed a volunteer
nurse program at the New Haven
Dozvntown Evening Soup Kitchen
where nurses provide health care to
homeless individuals. Her innovative
work in this area reflects her ongoing
commitment to working with individu
als who are most in need of health ser
vices, as well as to making health care
accessible to all people. Such a project
has required endless hours of time and
energy. While others might get frus
trated over "roadblocks" to health
care, she has persevered and sought out
opportunities to change the system.
A thoughtful, kind, and caring in
dividual, she extends herself to other
students, regardless of how busy she
may be and serves as a role model for
leadership and community involvement
for others. Her warmth, integrity, level
headedness and sense of humor are
apparent in her contact with faculty
and student colleagues. YSN is hon
ored to claim her. She inspires others to
care and invest the extra that means the
difference.
The Milton Anne Sidney Prize is
awarded in recognition of outstand
ing clinical research and its contri
bution to better health care through
the systematic study of the nature
and effect of nursing practice. This
year's Prize was well deserved by
Leslie Allsopp.
With an interest in community and
child development, she designed an
exploratory study which examined
children 's health records and demo
graphics, as well as explored parents'
attitudes about access to pediatric
health care services. Collecting data
was no small task. She worked diligent
ly throughout the year to negotiate lay
ers of administrative bureaucracy, and
to provide information to day care
teachers and parents in order to access
this information. She conducted nearly
90 interviews and completed a thor
ough review of literature touching
upon access health care issues, health
status of children, the impact of
finances, and the potential benefits of
day care attendance. She deserves
recognition not onlyfor a well thought
out and developed thesis, but for exam
ining barriers to health carefor a disen
franchised sector of the community.
Her diplomacy and professionalism
have the respect of the New Haven
community and provide a model for
linking health care and child care pro
fessionals. Her thesis will serve to
heighten the awareness ofpediatric pri
mary care professionals about the needs
of this population. It does honor to the
Yale University School ofNursing to
award the Milton and Anne Sidney
Prize to Leslie Allsopp.
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Commencement (cont.)
***
X:
35th Alumnae/i College Weekend
Women - Health - Nursing
The Sybil Palmer Bellos Lecture,
delivered by Suzanne Gordon, jour
nalist and contemporary feminist
heroine for nursing, was the pre
lude to the Alumnae/i Weekend's
scrutiny of Women - Health -
Nursing. The distinguished speak
ers, in three plenary sessions,
addressed the current health care
system and nursing's role in it, from
historical and feminist perspectives
to proposals for change, particular
ly change relevant to access and
delivery of care to women.
Angela McBride '64, RN, PhD,
comprehensively directed a focus
and concern for the person-environ
ment fit ("From Gynecology to
Gyn-Ecology"). McBride espoused
forging new initiatives that look at
woman as shaped by the contexts in
which she operates, and supporting
research that includes sociocultural
factors, to revamp practice in order
to provide care that builds on the
patient's perception of what is good
tor her.
"Nursing: A Career for Today's
Women - Right or Wrong?" provid
ed Deanna Pearlmutter, RN, EdD,
an occasion to resoundingly con
clude that a nursing career is
more stimulating, challenging, and
rewarding today than at any time in
the history of nursing.
Angela Barron McBride Greetings from Eustace Theodore, AYA Deanna Perlmutter
*,i§.*U
35th Alumnae/i College Weekend (cont.)
Friday Evening
Banquet
A highlight of the reunion week
end was the Alumnae/i Banquet.
Reminiscing and reflections filled
the air. Alums who returned for
their 50th, 55th, and 60th reunions
were introduced and given cor
sages. Mary Ellis '47, recognized
for her years of dedicated work
for YUSNAA, was presented the
Outstanding Service Award. Fol
lowing dinner, the presentation
of four Distinguished Alumnae
Awards brought the evening to a
climactic conclusion.
Nelliana Best
Her professional career is, above all,
marked by a commitment to excellence,
and the unfailing pursuit ofquality
health carefor the individual, thefami
ly, and the community.
After graduation from YSN in 1940,
she went to the Henry Street Visiting
Nurse Service and within a short time
became a district supervisor. World
War 11 found her in the Army Nurse
Corps. She began the study of oncologi
cal nursing and worked in several hos
pitals in New York State, including
Memorial Sloane Kettering. She earned
a second master 's degree at Teachers
College and later taught the nursing
care of the cancer patient at the
University ofCalifornia, Los Angeles
and theMD Anderson Hospital in
Texas.
In 1948 she was chosen to be thefirst
faculty member in the University of
Bridgeport's baccalaureate program.
She taught public health nursing, inte
gratingfamily health concepts into the
curriculum, and in 1963 she was
named Teacher of the Year because of
her enthusiasm and creativity, com
bined with expert problem solving and
detailed patient needs assessments.
Subsequently, she participated in a
regional study ofmedical and nursing
services in the State ofConnecticut
sponsored by the Connecticut Regional
Medical Program. She then returned to
the nursingfaculty of the University of
Bridgeport in the area ofpublic health.
Later in life her deep interest in geri
atric nursing motivated her to become a
nurse in that setting, working evening
and night shifts because she found
patient needs were often the greatest
during those hours. Since retirement,
she has continued her interest in and
service to the elderly and to the com
munity, characteristically receptive
to new ideas, and ready to accept
new challenges.
Teacher, clinician, leader, she has
been contributing to professional nurs
ingfor the pastfifty-two years. Ever
proud to be the champion of excellent
individualized nursing care, the Yale
School ofNursing is privileged to
honor Nelliana Best, Class of 1940,
with a Distinguished Alumna Award.
Mary Kathryn Knobf
Renowned nationwidefor her innov
ative research and clinical expertise in
the care ofwomen with breast cancer,
she gives real meaning to the term,
"clinician-scholar." Her work has
drawn the attention ofmany and has
been singularly dedicated to improving
the care ofwomen with cancer.
Her early career began at Yale-New
Haven Hospital where she movedfrom
the IV team to providing leadership to
the newly launched chemotherapy clin
ic. After completing her MSN at Yale
and a brief sojourn to Amsterdam she
returned to Yale-New Haven Hospital
and to YSN where she serves as clinical
nurse specialist, faculty member, and
directorfor nursing in the Yale Comp
rehensive Cancer Center. She brings to
each of these roles an elegant blending
of clinical expertise, scholarship, and
dedication to care of cancer patients.
Her research and clinical essays on
breast cancer, treatment options, nutri
tion in cancer patients, and cancer
nursing practice in ambulatory settings
are known around the world and have
been recognized by the Oncology
Nursing Society and American Cancer
Society. Ever vigilant about quality of
life, she is best known for her work con
cerning the management of symptoms
associated with the treatment of cancer.
Award recipients, (L to R) Nelliana Best, Mary Ellis, "Tish" Knobf, Charlotte Shedd, Syhna Paige
Patients under her care, nurses under
her guidance, and students under
her tutelage learn that cure must be
accompanied by care, comfort, and
clinical judgement.
Educator, scholar, and clinician par
excellence, her young career has been
marked by extraordinary achievement.
Recently elected a Fellow of the Ameri
can Academy ofNursing andfrequent
ly honored by the American Cancer
Society and Oncology Nursing Society,
it is timefor us to claim her.
It is with great pride and pleasure
that the Yale University School
ofNursing and her Alumnae/i
Association present the Distinguished
Alumna Award to Mary Kathryn
Knobf, Class of 1982.
Sylvia Drake Paige
Specialist in thefield of oncology
nursing, scholar, teacher extraordi
naire, her professional career spans fifty
years and growing! When most ofher
peers were thinking of retirement, she
was busy pursuing her doctorate.
Indeed, she was recently honoredfor
excellence in teaching and postponed
her retirement to continue on.
So strong is her dedication to
students and to the terminally ill
that she regularly travels the roads
between Maine and Boston to the
Massachusetts General Hospital
Institute ofHealth Professions where
she teaches in the graduate nursing
program. Never tiring, she volunteers
once a week at a local hospice.
Her writings, teachings, and clinical
activities have brought new distinction
to death and dying. Hers has been the
intimate and sometimes painful work of
confronting and knowing death, sup
porting families, and sensitizing health
professionals to the human side of
coping with loss and grief.
Her career stands as testimony to the
Yale commitment to practice, teaching,
and scholarship. And, she stands as the
model for an ever excelling and grow
ing professional nurse. The Yale School
ofNursing is proud to honor Sylvia
Drake Paige, Class of 1947, with the
Distinguished Alumna Award.
Charlotte Newsom
Shedd
Founder, pioneer, innovator, and
leader, her name is associated with the
beginnings of the hospice movement.
She helped to develop state and national
hospice organizations, and in 1978 was
instrumental in the passage of legisla
tion defining hospice. Her work has
brought hospice care into the main
stream of our health care system, and
has changed both the public and
political perception of the needs of the
terminally ill. Her efforts on behalf of
dying patients and theirfamilies has
helped lead the way for death with
dignity, privacy, and family unity.
Hospice Buffalo, Inc. which she
founded and which was incorporated
in 1976 as one of that state's first
hospices continues to hold the distinc
tion of being the onlyfreestanding
hospice in New York State.
The Yale School of Nursing is proud
to claim her and to honor Charlotte
Newsom Shedd, Class of 1946, with a
Distinguished Alumna Award.
35th Alumnae/i College Weekend (cont.)
YUSNAA
MINUTES OF
THE ANNUAL
MEETING
JUNE 6, 1992
The annual meeting of the Yale Univer
sity School of Nursing Alumnae/i
Association was called to order by
Marvel Davis, President.
Mary Jane Kennedy and Catherine
Forrest each presented a summary of
the activities of their respective fund
raising efforts. Mary Jane acknowl
edged the work of the class agents, and
reported unrestricted gifts to date of
$108,643.03 for the YUSNAA Alumni
Fund (up $9,600 from last year).
Participation also increased this year
to 53% (49% last year). Mary Jane dis
cussed her hopes of increasing partici
pation from recent graduating classes.
Catherine Forrest explained that the
Reunion Scholarship Fund is comprised
of endowed monies which generate
income that gets used. This is the fifth
and final year of the Endowed Scholar
ship Fund Campaign, and Catherine
thanked the members of the reuning
classes for their valuable help. Follow
ing Catherine's report, the gathered
alumnae/i had an intensive exchange of
ideas to increase giving. This year's
reunion classes raised $26,225.00.
Dean Krauss briefly discussed the
University-wide Campaign for Yale,
alerting alums that they will be solicited
for this fund by YSN, and that monies
will come to YSN. In addition, people
will be solicited for the YUSNAA
Annual Fund as well.
The meeting was temporarily suspend
ed to allow the Third Plenary Session to
proceed as scheduled, and was briefly
reconvened at the conclusion of the
morning's program. The slate of officers
and other Board members for 1992-1993
was presented by the Nominating
Committee Chairperson, Jane Schwartz,
and was approved by the membership:
YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF
NURSING ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION
Report of the Nominating Committee
Slate of Officers and Directors for 1992-1993
The following alumnae have committed themselves to serve
the Association and fulfill the duties inherent in the various
positions.
Treasurer
'92-'94
Directors
'92-'94
Nominating Committee
AYA Representative
'92-'95
Co-editor, Yale Nurse
Gretchen Mosman '77
Ruth DeLoatch '82
Jane Schwartz '88
Margaret Waugh Brigham '92, Chair
Leona Ruggiero '77
Elizabeth Sheehy '91
Nina Adams 77
Linda Demas '89
Officers and Board Members continuing for the second year:
President
'91-'93
Marvel Davis 70
Vice President
"91-'93
Karina Courtmanche '88
Secretary
'91-'93
Linda Demas '89
Directors
'91-'93
Beverly Calza-Gerdes 77
Pamela Driscoll '81
Jackie Rugg '85
The meeting was adjourned
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Demas
Secretary
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6 Months Later...
The Class of 1991
Several of you responded to the
Alumnae/i Board invitation to
recent alums to share, via this col
umn in the Yale Nurse, your experi
ences and impressions of the "real
world" following graduation.
Maripat Alger '91, writes, "I am
THE Clinical Nurse Specialist for
Mental Health Services at East
Orange General Hospital." She
recalls being advised not to take a
position that was not already estab
lished. Maripat did just that, and
found that developing her role has
been her greatest challenge!
Sandra Eger '91, feels very com
fortable in her role as Pediatric
Clinical Nurse Specialist with the
Visiting Nurses Services (New York
City) in its Pediatiic/Neonatal High
Tech Homecare Programs. She
works specifically toward enhanc
ing programs in communities
where children have special needs
due to poverty and domestic vio
lence. She writes, "The Visiting
Nurse is respected in these commu
nities, and unharmed by violence
around her. Families are grateful
for the services we offer."
Susan Naylor '91, practices as the
Coordinator of Yale's Adult Autism
Clinic. The clinic is one of several
sites nationwide researching the
effects of Clomipremine and
Fluvoxamine on autistic adults.
Aware of her original ambivalence
toward assuming an independent
autonomous position, Susan found
this, "has been wonderful in stretch
ing me professionally." Susan's
practice includes both direct clinical
care of patients and their families
and research responsibilities. Her
own research, an examination of
OCD symptoms in autistic adults, is
enormously rewarding. Susan pre
sented at the 1992 APA Annual
Meeting, one of only three nurses
to do so.
MaryAnn Polacek '91, wrote in
her wonderfully entertaining and
informative holiday greeting that
she has started her Presidential
Management Fellowship with the
Office of the Forum within the
Agency for Health Care Policy and
Research in Washington, DC.
Congress has mandated that the
Public Health Service develop
guidelines on the medical treatment
and care of a wide range of clinical
conditions. MaryAnn's first major
task was to write the office proce
dures manual, called OPUS-Office
Procedures Utilization Source. The
work was extremely challenging
and once published MaryAnn has
requested a transfer within the
Agency to the Office ofManage
ment to work on a project stream
lining the government grants and
contracts application process. She
has been very busy exploring her
new surroundings and laments,
"There is so much to do every
weekend that it is a decision of
what I can bear missing, rather than
one of trying to find something to
do." She also claims to have found a
hospital (where she works part-
time) that, "serves worse food than
Yale-New Haven ever did!"
These alums acknowledge the
opportunities provided by the solid
preparation of their YSN program,
and speak to their desire for con
tinued personal and professional
development. It is interesting and
inspiring for us to learn of the chal
lenges and rewards that await new
grads entering their chosen special
ty arenas. Let us hear from YOU!
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Sybil Palmer Bellos Lecture
The Sybil Palmer Bellos Lecture,
established in the name of Sybil
Palmer Bellos (YSN '27 ) when she
retired as Director of the Northern
Westchester District Nursing
Association in 1964, took place
April 23, 1992, in the Harkness
Auditorium. Suzanne Gordon, this
year's guest lecturer, is a well known
journalist and editor in the areas of
women's issues and nursing.
Gordon's prize winning 1989
Boston Globe Sunday Magazine
article, "The Crisis of Caring," her
recent book, "Prisoner's of Men's
Dreams," as well as the book she is
currently working on, "A Reader in
Care Giving," document her advo
cacy for a National Care Agenda
that values caring in individual and
social contexts.
Throughout her lecture, Gordon
challenged nursing, the embodi
ment of caring, to become centrally
involved in the reshaping of the
American health care system.
The Wisser Tea, the reception fol
lowing the Bellos Lecture, was a
special celebration this year, with
Dean Krauss's official announce
ment that the Yale Corporation had
unanimously approved the School
of Nursing's Academic and Stra
tegic Plan. The Plan includes a
new Master's Program in Nursing
Systems and Policy, and a new
Doctoral Program.
At the reception later Faculty celebrate Corporation vote
12
Suzanne Gordon with Dean Krauss
Nursing Exhibit on Display
in Cushing Rotunda at Yale Medical School
This past spring the Anne
Hutchinson Society for Nursing
History completed work on an
exhibit commissioned by Dean
Judith Krauss in response to an
invitation from the Chair of the
Cushing Rotunda Exhibits to create
a display that would speak to the
history of nursing. The result was
an impressive exhibit, "Nurse
Specialists: Modern Nursing at
Yale," which included an introduc
tory showcase that provided a
genealogy of nursing education at
the Yale School of Nursing since it
began in 1923 and subsequently
moved into clinical specialization
in the 1940's. The remaining show
cases in the rotunda focused on
seven different specialty areas in
nursing: psychiatric-mental health,
nurse midwifery, community
health, pediatric, medical-surgical,
nurse practitioners, and nurse anes
thetists. Two additional showcases
located in the hallway outside the
historical library featured research
in nursing and YSN's Program for
Non-Nurse College Graduates.
Helen Varney Burst '63, President of
the Anne Hutchinson Society for
Nursing History, stated, "The exhib
it recognizes the contributions of
the Yale School of Nursing to the
Anne Hutchinson Society President, Helen Varney Burst
education and preparation of nurse
practitioners, nurse-midwives, and
clinical nurse specialists; and the
contributions that nurse specialists
make to patient care at Yale-New
Haven Hospital. The Anne Hutch
inson Society is pleased to have the
opportunity to bring visibility to
these contributions and to the his
tory of specialization in nursing."
The official opening of the exhibit
included a ribbon cutting ceremony
and reception to which the Medical
Center community was invited. The
exhibit is still on display in the
Cushing Rotunda and was enjoyed
by alums returning for reunions
earlier this summer.
Ribbon cutting ceremony
13
Bill McCool, Society member, and Judy Krauss officially open the
exhibit.
YSN Students Hold Clothing
and Material Aid Drive
Yale School of Nursing students
involved with the New Haven/
Leon Sister City Project held a
clothing and material aid drive
to benefit both the Downtown
Evening Soup Kitchen (DESK) and
New Haven's sister city, Leon,
Nicaragua. The drive took place last
December and YSN faculty, staff,
and students alike were encouraged
to donate any unneeded clothing,
shoes, office, and school or med
ical supplies. A few days before
Christmas students gathered at the
Sister City Project office to sort and
fold over four carloads of donated
goods. Two dozen boxes of summer
clothing and shoes were packed
and sent to Nicaragua on the pro
ject's February material aid truck.
One special box containing YSN
t-shirts, white clothing, sheets, tow
els, and medical and office supplies,
was prepared for YSN's sister nurs
ing school, Perla Maria. An equally
large batch of winter clothing was
packed for distribution at QESK
and student volunteers have been
distributing these goods since
December. An ongoing relationship
between YSN and DESK exists
through the Volunteer Nurse
Program which affords free basic
health care and counseling each
week night at the soup kitchen.
As more men's clothing was in
demand at the soup kitchen, much
of the women's and children's
clothing was donated to the Four
Corners shelter in New Haven. The
shelter offers emergency housing
for homeless women and children.
Material aid shipments to Leon
are ongoing. The Sister City Project
welcomes donations of all kinds,
especially medical equipment such
as Dopplar ultrasound, urine sticks,
bandages, linen, gloves, autoclaves,
models of reproductive and other
body systems, wall diagrams, edu
cational materials in Spanish, soap,
toothbrushes, and other personal
items. For further information, con
tact the New Haven/Leon Sister
City Project, (203) 562-1607, or
the YSN Student Government
Organization, (203) 785-2391.
Student News
The 1992-93 Student Government
Organization officers have been
elected by the student body and
will begin their term of office in
September: President, Kristen
Kelly '93; Vice-President, Kate
Stephenson '94; Secretary,
Stephanie Hertig '94; and
Treasurer, Dierdre Murty '94.
Bobbi Byrn '92, had her thesis
research accepted for presentation
at the International AIDS Confer
ence in Amsterdam in July, 1992.
Bobbi's study dealt with, "Maternal
variables in vertical transmis
sion of HIV-1" co-authored with J.
Metzger and J. Simpson.
Janet Cameron '93, has been
awarded an American Cancer
Society Scholarship for the 1992-93
academic year. Janet is enrolled in
the Oncology Specialty of the
Medical-Surgical Nursing Program.
Beth Ann Collins '93, is the recipi
ent of an American Association of
Critical Care Nurses/Kontron
Instruments Graduate Scholarship
for the 1992-93 academic year. Beth
Ann is enrolled in the Medical-
Surgical Nursing Program
(Cardiovascular Specialty).
In April Stephanie Hertig '94
joined thousands in Washington,
DC as they marched and demon
strated for reproductive rights.
Laura O'Shea '93, and Cynthia
Beatty Reese '93, both nurse-mid
wifery students, delivered daugh
ters within four days of each other!
Jane Veronica O'Bryan was born
on March 6 to Laura and spouse
Charles O'Bryan and Alina Beatty
Reese was born on March 2 to
Cynthia and spouse Daniel Bryan
Reese.
Kate Stephenson '94, co-authored
with M. Steele, J. Meredith, and J.
Levine an original paper published
in Neuroendocrinology (1992) enti
tled, "Effects of angiotensin II on
LHRH release, as measured by in
vivo microdialysis of the anterior
pituitary gland of conscious female
rats" Kate has just completed the
first year of the Program for Non-
Nurse College Graduates.
Wendy Warburton '93, has success
fully passed the International Board
of Lactation Consultant Examiners
certification exam and is awarded
the right to use that title.
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Mairead Hickey, PhD, received the
Harris Kahn Memorial Disserta
tion Award at the University of
Connecticut for the best doctoral
dissertation in the School of Edu
cation, Department of Educational
Psychology. Mairead was awarded
the PhD in 1991. Her research
focused on risk factor behaviors in
cardiac patients. She was also selec
ted to participate in the Advanced
Quantitative Methodology Institute
sponsored by the National Center
for Nursing Research, held in July,
1992 in St. Mary's, Maryland.
Tish Knobf '82, FAAN, presented a
research proposal at the Oncology
Nursing Society pre-conference in
May, 1992.
Judy Krauss 70, has been selected
as a Commissioner for the New
Haven Commission on Infant and
Child Health. Helen Burst '63, will
continue for a second term of
appointment with the Commission.
Monteen Lucas, PhD, presented,
"Psychology of Aging," at a sympo
sium entitled, "Hospitalized Elders:
Patients at Risk," sponsored by
St. Vincent's Medical Center in
Bridgeport, CT in November, 1991.
She also attended the Gerontolog
ical Society of America Annual
Scientific Meeting in San Francisco
that same month. She presented,
"Nursing Considerations in Work
ing with Schizophrenia," for the
VNA Consortium in North Haven,
CT in December, 1991, and was a
panelist on a discussion of, "AIDS
as a Chronic Illness," at YNHH
Nursing Grand Rounds, December,
1991.
Gail D. Melkus, EdD, was recently
awarded funding by Novo Nordisk
Pharmaceuticals to provide support
for research in diabetes patient edu
cation and care, specifically in the
area of non-insulin dependent dia
betes mellitus and obesity, targeting
minority groups.
In May, 1992 Lorraine Mion, PhD,
Assistant Professor in the Medical-
Surgical Nursing Program (Geron
tology Specialty) and Gerontology
CNS at Yale-New Haven Hospital,
was awarded the Marie Haug
Student Award in recognition of
excellence in aging studies at the
University Center on Aging and
Health, Case Western Reserve
University.
Phyllis Pallett-Hehn, PhD, and
Dorothy Baker, PhD, presented a
paper, "The B.E.S.T. (Better Elder
Services Today) Project: Commu
nity Based Problem-Focused Health
Service," in Santa Monica, CA in
April at a national multidisciplinary
conference, Moving Into the
Twenty-First Century: Research and
Strategies for Community Health
Services. The conference was co-
sponsored by the UCLA School of
Nursing and the USPH Division of
Nursing.
Geralyn Spollett, MSN, and Gail
D. Melkus, PhD, were guest speak
ers at a conference on Diabetes
Mellitus in the Elderly sponsored
by the Connecticut Diabetes
Association in Meriden, CT. Gerry
presented principles and techniques
of teaching the elderly diabetic
patient and Gail presented the epi
demiology and pathophysiology of
diabetes in the elderly.
Nancy Tommasini '87, published,
"The impact of a staff support
group on the work environment of
a specialty unit," in Archives of
Psychiatric Nursing (1992), and co-
authored with Carolyn Federici,
MSN, "The assessment and man
agement of a panic disorder," which
appeared in Nurse Practitioner
(1992).
At the 18th Annual Conference of
the National Organization of Nurse
Practitioner Faculties held in April
in Williamsburg, VA, Gail D.
Melkus, EdD, presented research
conducted with James Fain, PhD,
Associate Dean, on, "Primary Care
Nurse Practitioner Patterns for
Individuals with Diabetes Mellitus."
At the same Conference, Judith
Lynch, MSN, presented, "Teaching
the Consultant Role to Nurse
Practitioner Students."
Ann Williams '81, EdD, FAAN,
delivered two presentations at the
International AIDS Conference,
held in Amsterdam in July, 1992:
"Anal and cervical abnormalities in
women with HIV-1 infection," (co-
authored with Palefsky, Ryan,
Vranizan, Moss) and "Female injec
tion drug users: Compared risks for
HIV in African-Americans and
Caucasians," (co-authored with
Wolfe, Vranizan, Moss).
ADVOCATING FOR
CHILDREN: Perspectives
on Chronic Conditions
in Children
The third annual interdisciplinary
conference, sponsored by the Child
Health Division at YSN, will be
held in Cromwell, Connecticut, on
October 1-2, 1992. Continuing
Education Units are available. For
further information call the Child
Health Division at (203) 785-2394.
Call for
"Diversity in Practice"
Articles
If you are in practice in an unusual
and /or interesting setting or cir
cumstances we would like to know
about it. Please seriously consider
contributing an article describing
what you do and where you do it
for the regular column, "Diversity
in Practice," which is included in
each issue of the newsletter. Send
copy directly to Barbara Reif in the
Alumnae/i Affairs Office. This is
one of the best columns in Yale
Nurse, written by you, the health
care providers who are out there
making a difference. Sharing your
experiences is a wonderful way of
staying in touch and becoming a
part of the very active and valuable
YSN network! Photos would be
wonderful and would of course be
returned.
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Ellen Powell '52, lives in VT but
enjoys traveling in her motor home
for two months each winter as she
heads south!
June Horning '53, is beginning a
three-year assignment for the
Mennonite Central Committee in
Macha, Zambia where she will
work as a nurse educator.
Joanne Blyler '55, received a Post-
Master's Certificate in Gerontology
and Public Health from Marywood
College. Joanne is now living in
Duluth, MN and misses her many
friends in Bangladesh.
Angela Barron McBride '64, has
been named Dean of the Indiana
University School of Nursing and is
the president-elect of the American
Academy of Nursing (AAN).
Angela was one of the keynote
speakers at the 1992 Alumnae/i
Weekend.
Mary Lee Manta '69, has been
working in Uganda, East Africa
developing a BSN nursing curricu
lum as part of a two year commit
ment. She may be back in the States
as of the date of this publication, or
may have decided to stay in Africa.
Bette Davis 71, was elected Presi
dent of The Nurses Organization of
Veterans Affairs (NOVA) and will
serve a two year term. She is cur
rently a Clinical Nurse Specialist
in psychiatric liaison nursing at the
Washington, DC VAMC.
Shirley Girouard 77, is the Execu
tive Director, North Carolina
Center for Nursing, Raleigh, NC
Anne D'Anruono 78, has been
awarded a PhD in social psycholo
gy from Temple University. Her
dissertation was titled, "Social Role
Functioning Among Young Adult
Chronic Psychiatric Patients." She
is currently the Coordinator of
Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing
at the Catholic Medical Center
School of Nursing in Woodhaven,
NY and she is certified by the ANA
in the area of Adult Psychiatric-
Mental Health Nursing.
Janet Taft 78, and Renny Merritt
are happy to announce the birth of
identical twin boys, Breck Taft
Merritt and Riley Taft Merritt on
June 24, 1991.
Breck and Riley Taft Merritt
Elizabeth Vitale 78, received a
Doctorate in Psychology from the
University of Hartford in May,
1992. She lives in Hartford with her
husband and two sons, Jonah, 12,
and David, 9.
Ann (Betsy) Greig 79, is continu
ing to work in India and has been
studying Siddha Yoga for the past
two years. She works part-time on a
Mobile Hospital and the rest of the
time as a nurse and /or FNP in the
ashram clinic.
Ramon Lavandero 79, is Director
of External Affairs and Develop
ment at the American Association
of Critical Care Nurses.
Bonny Johnson '80 and Jody Gross
'80, have co-edited the book,
Handbook ofOncology Nursing, pub
lished by Jones and Bartlett
Publishers (Boston, MA).
Danuta Bujak '81, was a guest
speaker at the NPACE Primary
Care Conference in Stamford, CT.
She gave a lecture on, "Recognition
and Management of Lyme
Disease." At the 5th International
Conference on Lyme Borroliosis in
Arlington, VA she presented a
poster, 'Arthralgia and Fatigue
Following Lyme Disease." She will
be speaking on Lyme disease in
October at the NY State Coalition
of Nurse Practitioners Annual
Meeting. Danuta is a doctoral stu
dent at New York University and
Instructor of Medicine and Clinical
Research Coordinator, Division
of Rheumatic Diseases and
Immunology at NY Medical
College, Westchester County
Medical Center.
Carol Curtiss '81, has been elected
President of the Oncology Nursing
Society (ONS) which has a mem
bership of 21,500.
Carol Sheridan, '81, in March
addressed metabolic emergencies
at a symposium sponsored by
the Department of Nursing,
Westchester (New York) County
Medical Center. She is currently
the Patient Care Coordinator at
Montefiore Medical Center. At the
same symposium Debi Welch
McCaffrey 79, gave the keynote
address, "Cancer Nursing in the
Year 2000" She also addressed,
"Cancer and Aging: Coping with
the Dual Challenge^ and, "Patient/
Nurse Friendships: Enhancers of
Stress or Markers of Success!"
Amy Hecht '82, is working for
the VA in the Nursing Home in
Portland, OR. She has two children
and her husband has completed a
recording studio. She has had the
opportunity to get together occa
sionally with several YSN alums -
Tom '82 and Sally Sincic, Laura
Foerst '82, Claire Mortimer-
Maibeth '82, and Debbie Ward 77.
Jacqueline Jordan '82, has married
and her last name is now Baptiste.
She is teaching at the School of
Nursing, Western CT State Univer
sity (WCSU) and is enrolled in
a doctoral program at Adelphi
University. She has a son who is 14
years old and a daughter who is
enrolled in the nursing program at
WCSU.
Betty Ang '83, is a clinical nurse
specialist at the Child and Adoles
cent Treatment Program at Oregon
State Hospital. She has been accept
ed in the PhD nursing program at
Oregon Health Sciences University'.
Betty met fellow alum, Maureen
Doran 71, at Oregon State Hospital
16
Class News (cont.)
where Maureen was the nurse sur
veyor for the Health Care Financing
Administration's survey of Betty's
treatment Program.
John Howard Brunt '83, is an
Associate Professor in the School of
Nursing, University of Victoria,
BC, Canada. He prepared the arti
cle, "Evaluation of Hypertension
Screening in the Hutterite Popula
tion" which appeared in Research in
Nursing and Health, 1992.
Donna Haggarty '83, and David
Robbins welcomed the birth of their
first child, Maia, on November 27,
1991. Donna practices health law,
specializing in Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursements and
patients' rights issues, with the firm
of Bennett & Bigelow, Seattle, WA.
Joyce Shea '83, is proud to an
nounce the birth of Tommy on
February 17, 1992.
Carol Hodson '84, married Alfred
E. Slanettz, a PhD candidate in
immunology at Yale, in June, 1990.
Carol is working as a Nurse Prac
titioner at the Yale Health Plan.
Deborah (Garfield) Kim '84, has
taken a position at the University of
Utah. Her article, "Establishment of
a Voluntary Trauma Network:
Lessons Learned" was published in
the July 1990 issue of Emergency
Care Quarterly. She will also have
an article, "Lifestyle Differences
between Utah and Nevada" in the
May/June '92 issue of RNMagazine.
Adele Pike '84, is enrolled in an
EdD program in Human Develop
ment at Boston University begin
ning in the Fall '92.
Linda Schwartz '84, has been ap
pointed Co-chair of the Secretary's
Advisory Committee on Combat
Veterans to the Department of
Veterans' Affairs inWashington,
DC. She is also finishing her disser
tation on health in women veterans,
in candidacy for the PhD in epi
demiology and public health at
Yale. She is also Regional Coordi
nator for the northeast region for
the Vietnam Veterans of America.
Deborah Mayer '85, Assistant
Professor of the Graduate Program
in Nursing at MGH Institute of
Health Professions in Boston, MA is
the 1992 recipient of the Oncology
Nursing Society/Roche Distin
guished Service Award. The award
was presented at the Society's 17th
Annual Congress in May in San
Diego. Deb was also recently ap
pointed to a six year term on the
National Advisory Board, which
advises the National Cancer
Institute and approves major NCI
grants. She is the only nurse mem
ber of the Board.
Libby Hinn-Tracey '86, is a second
year doctoral student at the Univer
sity of Colorado. She is employed
as a CNS with Hematology
Oncology Associates in Denver.
The focus of her dissertation will be
the field of psychoneuroimmunolo-
gy. She is also a Board member of
the Yale /Comprehensive Cancer
Center.
Sarah Abrams '87, received her
PhD in nursing from the University
of California at San Francisco in
May. Her dissertation, "Dreams and
Awakenings: The Rockefeller
Foundation and Public Health
Nursing Education, 1913-1930," had
its origin while she was a student at
YSN and includes discussion of the
early years of YSN. She has also
accepted a position as Assistant
Professor of Nursing at East
Tennessee State University, Johnson
City, TN. She was awarded the
American Nurses' Association
Council of Nurse Researchers
Teresa Christy Fund Award for
historical scholarship in 1990. She
was also the 1991-92 recipient of the
University of California President's
Fellowship in Humanities.
Jennifer Burroughs '87, is a new
mom to Jasper Burroughs born on
July 27, 1991, weighing in at 6 lbs. 4
oz. She also works at the University
of California at San Francisco for
the Association for Women and
Aids Research and Education
(AWARE).
Pamela Hicks-Usry '87, was mar
ried in December 1991. She is work
ing part-time at the Washington,
DC Vet Center, Department of
Veterans Affairs, as a Clinical
Coordinator in the Readjustment
Counseling Service.
Susan Lamar '88, accepted a posi
tion with the Indian Health Service
in Fort Defiance, AZ and will be
working with Deborah Price '90.
Noel Mateo '89 and Mimi
McKinnon Mateo '89, welcomed
the birth of daughter Sisa on
September 20, 1991. The family is
now living in San Diego and recent
ly returned to the East Coast to visit
friends and to stop by YSN with the
baby.
In March, Debra Simione '89, par
ticipated in Yale-New Haven
Hospital's, "Examine a Doctor or
Nurse Day." The hospital staged
several activities, including a tour
of the kitchen to make kids more
comfortable with medical care, dur
ing "Children and Hospitals Week."
Clarice Begemann '90, hand carried
to Leon, Nicaragua a suitcase full of
medical supplies and a video letter
from YSN students as a member of
a Disaster Relief Team organized by
the Sister City Project to assess con
ditions and needs resulting from
the damages caused by the volcano
Cerro Negro, which erupted in
Leon three times in April of this
year.
Ann Giancaspro Connelly '90, has
taken a position in the Cardiac
Surgery ICU and CCU at Baystate
Medical Center in Springfield, MA.
Her article, "Stressors in the Cardiac
Electrophysiology Patient," was
published in the May 1992 issue of
Heart and Lung.
Hedy Lipez '90, received the 1991
Medical Staff Award from the
Berkshire Medical Center, MA for
the best paper published in the
Berkshire Medical Center Bulletin,
entitled, "Women's Experience of
HIV Seropositivity," which was
based on her YSN thesis.
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Shelia Foley '91, is the Director of
Nursing at Duncaster, a continuing
care retirement community in
Bloomfield, CT.
Terry Friend '91, presented,
"Gestational Diabetes Mellitus in
the Oglala Sioux Indians,
"
findings
on research conducted with Gail
D'Eramo Melkus, EdD, RN, CDE;
James Fain, PhD, RN; and Judy
Wylie-Rosset, EdD, RD, at the 52nd
Scientific Sessions of the American
Diabetes Association in June in San
Antonio, TX.
Debra Lundquist '91, presented a
poster on neurotoxicities at the
Oncology Nursing Society's Annual
Meeting in May. Deb is a CNS in
the Bone Marrow Transplant Unit
at the University of Massachusetts
Medical Center in Worcester.
Trudy Mulvey '91, is a Psychiatric
Nurse Specialist with the Depart
ment of Psychiatry, The Miriam
Hospital, in Providence, RI. She
also teaches medical students at
Brown University.
Ginny Seery '91, was married on
August 1, 1992. Congratulations,
Ginny!
Michael Simpson '91, is currently
working as Coordinating Manager
of Inpatient Pediatrics at the Bronx
Municipal Hospital Center, Bronx,
NY.
Almarie Walczak '91, has complet
ed a "terrrific" nine months at
Planned Parenthood and has taken
a job in family practice at the Fair
Haven Community Health Center.
Almarie recently joined classmates
Beth Vossler, Heidi Loomis, Barb
Lerch, and Diane Demirjian in a
mini reunion in New Haven.
Vanna Dest '92, is currently the
Treasurer of the Southwestern CT
Chapter of the Oncology Nursing
Society (SWCONS).
IN MEMORIUM
Mary Slavin '30 died in March 1992.
Karin E. Engstrom '34 died in September 1991.
Virginia Howe Hay '41 died in March 1992.
Imogene D. Cahill '43 died in 1991.
Mary Elizabeth Quinlan '46 died in April 1992.
Iva Mae L. West '47W died in December 1986.
Estelle Louise Carlson '52 died in 1991.
Joan D. Garratt *52 died in October 1991.
Margaret A. Mangano '53 died in March 1992.
Bernice B. Engel *56 died in November 1991.
Carmen Fischer '57 died in September 1991.
Flora V. Lavery '64 died in June 1991.
John W. Zak '89 died in June 1992.
Telephone Directory Update
In order to contact administrative offices at the School the
following numbers can be used. YSN is now part of the
University's Voice Mail system. All faculty and many staff
members have their own Voice Mail number. Contact any of
the administrative offices for further information.
Adult Division (203) 785-2395
ANP/FNP Program
Adult Psychiatric-Mental Health Program
Medical-Surgical Program
Midwifery Program
Alumnae/i Affairs Office (203) 785-2389
Associate Dean's Office (203) 785-2389
Audiovisual Lab (203) 785-2392
Business Office (203) 785-2398
Child Division (203) 785-2394
Child Psychiatric-Mental Health Program
Pediatric Clinical Nurse Specialist Program
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Program
School Nurse Practitioner Program
Dean's Office (203) 785-2393
Nursing Systems, Policy, and (203) 785-2399
Community Health Division
Reference Room (203) 785-2396
Student Affairs Office (203) 785-2389
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